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they accepted the destiny their respective parents had
framed for them, and the matter was regarded as
settled. The Prince Consort explained to his son
that his marriage would be unpopular in Germany,
for, since the accession of the Hanoverian dynasty in
17143 all the Kings of England and indeed practically
every member of the Royal Family had married
Germans, and Germany felt she had a monopoly of
supplying wives to the Royal House. Bertie must
therefore be very tactful, and very dutiful towards
his innumerable German cousins. The Prince Con-
sort was disappointed with the unintelligent way he
received these counsels, and he could only report to
Stockmar that Bertie seemed to understand him " as
well as a boy of his age and capacity could. . . ."
But education was not done with yet, and since
academic study was not producing much blossoming
of the mind, his father planned a foreign tour for him
to take place after the end of the Cambridge term
and to last until the following June. Egypt, Turkey,
and Palestine, under the supervision of General Bruce,
might do more than the combined Universities. The
Court left Balmoral for Windsor, and the Prince
began putting in hand the arrangements for the
wedding of Princess Alice. She had been engaged
for nearly a year, Parliament, months ago, had
granted her dowry and annuity, and there was no
longer any reasonable cause for delay. He selected a
household for her suitable to what he considered her
narrow means and with that passion for perfection
in detail which was so characteristic of him, he had
already rejected the stock designs for the lace on her
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